ANNEX 2

Draft Resolution 

Enhanced participation of civil society entities and organisations in ITU activities

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Antalya, 2006),

recalling

a) the definitions of certain terms used in the ITU Constitution, Convention and Administrative Regulations;

b) Article 19 of the Convention concerning participation of entities and organizations other than administrations in the Union’s activities;

c) Article 3 of the Constitution concerning rights and obligations of Member States and Sector Members;

d) Resolution 113 (Marrakesh, 2002) in which the Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chairman of the High-Level Summit Organizing Committee (HLSOC), was encouraged to make every effort to mobilize voluntary financial contributions in the preparatory process for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) by inviting financial contributions to the Special Trust Fund from all relevant United Nations bodies, other intergovernmental organizations, including international and regional institutions, Member States and Sector Members (voluntary contributions), non-governmental organizations, civil society, and the private sector,

considering

the participation of civil society in the preparatory meetings of the WSIS (PrepCom) and in the decisions adopted by both Phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) related to the importance of the participation of civil society in the construction of the Information Society, including it in specific points of the Geneva Declaration of Principles, the Geneva Plan of Action, the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society, 

reaffirming

the Union’s decision to open up the organization to permit all  stakeholders in the telecommunications sector to take part, as well as those that carry out their activities in conjunction with the sector, so they can participate in the activities and studies implemented in their sphere of competence, as the Sector Members and Associate Members do,

recognizing

that the participation of relevant civil society entities and organisations in ITU will strengthen the Union’s role as a specialized telecommunications agency and a member of the United Nations system, contributing to the attainment of its objectives,
bearing in mind

that in order to further enhance the participation of civil society entities and organizations in ITU activities, it is necessary to conduct a study, taking into account existing practices in other UN entities:

a) to establish a set of criteria and modalities for encouraging participation of civil society entities and organisations in ITU activities taking into consideration the advantages of their participation;

b) to draft the amendments to the ITU basic texts (if any) that would be needed to facilitate the enhanced participation of civil society; 

c)  to provide information, based on which the Council could take a decision regarding the provisional application of the provisions that will be established for the entry of civil society entities and organisations into ITU before the next Plenipotentiary Conference;

d) to consider the financial obligations and consequences of the participation of civil society entities and organisations in ITU’s activities, depending on the framework and modalities that will be established,

resolves to ask the Council

1
to conduct a study needed for encouraging participation of civil society entities and organisations, by setting up, at its extraordinary session following PP-06, a Working Group of Member States, [representing ITU’s Administrative Regions,] created in accordance with the principle of equitable geographical distribution [and with the participation of Sector Members], and to establish a mandate for the Working Group, based on the text of bearing in mind above, with completion of the study by the Working Group and submission to Council at its [2007][2008] session;

2
to establish a pilot programme, pursuant to the recommendations of the study, for encouraging participation of civil society entities and organisations in the activities of ITU-D;

3
to present a report on the progress made in implementing this resolution to the next plenipotentiary conference,

instructs the Secretary-General and the Directors of the Radiocommunication, Telecommunication Standardization and Telecommunication Development Bureaux

to facilitate the work of the Council by providing the necessary support and resources to enable the Working Group to conduct the study on encouraging participation of civil society entities and organisations in ITU activities,


instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

to report annually to Council on the progress of civil society participation in ITU-D.
