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The adoption of resolution 2006/46 by the Economic and Social Council in July 2006 strongly stressed some aspect that we have to keep in mind as our guiding principles for the work of the CSTD:
- Need to strengthen the CSTD, to enable it to undertake activities as defined by the World Summit on the Information Society, while at the same time maintain it traditional mandate(preamble para 8 of ECOSOC Resolution 2006/46);

- Need to take into account the multi-stakeholder approach in defining the working methods of the Commission (preamble para 6); 

- Recommendation that the Commission provide for all stakeholders to participate effectively in its work and contribute, within their areas of competence, to its deliberations (OP 11);

- Decision that the sessions of the Commission will increasingly be conducted in the form of interactive dialogue (OP 12); 

- Decision to explore development friendly and innovative use of electronic media (OP 13);
After this reference to the ECOSOC resolution which renewed the composition and mandate of the CSTD therefore combining for the 1st time in the ECOSOC system the multi-stakeholder approach and the intergovernmental nature of the commission, I would like to explore how such provisions should be translated in practice by the Commission, in fulfilling its mandate, as defined by ECOSOC. 

The way multi-stakeholderism would be applied by the Commission should be considered in a holistic approach, in which elements related to the quantitative participation of observers, to their qualitative inclusion in the work of the Commission, and also to the organisation of the work of the Commission’s sessions are all three intrinsically inter-connected. We believe that one of the conditions for the success of the CSTD as a whole will be based on the degree of involvement of all stakeholders. Beyond the actual practical modalities for interaction, the whole working methods and outcomes of the CSTD should be effective and attractive to build upon the WSIS momentum and represent a major annual event for all categories of stakeholders.
CSTD would serve to provide a policy framework on key aspects of science and technology and provide priorities for operational work for the entire UN system. 

Use of interactive dialogues
The work of the CSTD should be organised around focused interactive dialogues, involving member states and all stakeholders in a very inclusive manner, enhancing the actual exchange of views and sharing of experience and views between all actors involved in the achievement of development goals and targets as defined in the WSIS outcome document. 

I strongly recommend the CSTD to further develop its sessions’ timetable around focused and result oriented interactive dialogues with the participation of all stakeholders. The format of the joint GAID CSTD series of Panels, in which representatives of various categories of stakeholders could introduce issues before exchanging their experience with the room should be maintained and enhanced. I would recommend that these interactive dialogues provided by the ECOSOC resolution, be driven towards the realization of the CSTD mandate in reviewing and assessing implementation progresses, and in providing recommendations to the ECOSOC to further the implementation of the commitments agreed by member states and other stakeholders in Tunis.

Multi-stakeholder approach of the CSTD
In line with the general provision of the Tunis outcome document’s paragraph 105, as reasserted in ECOSOC Resolution 2006/46, and in the continuation of the experiences gained during the WSIS process, I do believe that the modalities for participation of NGOs and civil society entities should guarantee the most effective interaction and partnership between all stakeholders involved in the work of the CSTD. This implies that the multi-stakeholder approach should be applied in all segments of the CSTD processes and under each agenda item, so that the best dialogue and exchange of views, information, suggestions and inputs should lead to the fulfilment of the CSTD mandate and to the CSTD outcomes. The intergovernmental nature of the CSTD will of course be preserved since the decision taking will remain in hands of Member States of the Commission.
To that end, I would stress the following points for this CSTD session and for its next sessions:

On speaking time: NGOs and other observers should be reserved a minimum specific amount of time to address the CSTD Plenary at each of its segments (either on a daily basis, or for each of the CSTD 3-hour meeting, depending on how the sessions’ programme of work would be organised). The amount of time for each category of observers should guarantee that a diversity of views and expertise be expressed before the CSTD Plenary. This should allow Civil Society and other stakeholders to address each substantive theme and agenda item of the CTSD sessions as they are taken up by Member States, in an interactive manner, if necessary with the special permission of the Chairperson. 

In a general manner, even though the decision taking procedure will remain intergovernmental, NGOs and civil society representatives should be fully included in the process of decision shaping. Informal consultations should be open to NGO, and oral contributions should be allowed.  All information regarding draft decisions should be transparently circulated and accessible to NGOs, and discussed in an inclusive and cooperative manner. In addition, following the practice and experiences in WSIS, NGOs should be allowed to make comments and suggestions on the draft texts under discussion.
A multi-stakeholder advisory group, similar to that advising the IGF Secretariat or similar to some CS groups in New York (CSW, CSD) or to the CSTD Gender Advisory Group, should be formed to support the CSTD Bureau’s and Secretariat’s work in addressing the system wide follow up to WSIS, during the CSTD session and in between the sessions. 

Lastly, I want to underline the crucial need for NGOs to increase the predictability in the work of the CSTD. In order to maximize the quality of the NGO input, it is important that the agenda of the CSTD as well as the provisional session’s timetable be circulated and clarified at the earliest convenience.
Review implementation progresses
The Commission itself should avoid performing any stock taking exercise. Such stock taking effort should be done before the Commission’s session and outside of it, so that the CSTD’s proceeding really focus on fulfilling its mandate to review, analyse and assess progress, identify constraints and obstacles and action and initiatives to overcome them.
Multi-year program of work
Within each biennial cycle, the CSTD should:

1.
consider reports from the action line facilitators, regional commissions and various agencies dealing with WSIS themes, including financial mechanisms and Internet governance, and undertake analyses and make policy recommendations on the system wide follow up to ECOSOC;

2.
focus on a theme each year and hold a half day seminar on the theme selected;

3. consider emerging issues and make policy recommendations in their regard from all implementing entities each year and report on these to ECOSOC.
We express our support in principle to the content of the draft unedited concept note circulated on Monday morning by the CTSD Secretariat.
