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Reclaiming ICT to

End Violence

against Women

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv we‡jv‡c
Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i 

†KŠkjMZ e¨envi

Avgvi hw` m¤cÖPvi gva¨‡g cÖ‡ekvwaKvi _vK‡Zv
Zvn‡j AvwgI ej‡Z cviZvg 
Avgvi †e`bvi K_v !!!



This campaign is organised by the Association
of Progressive Communications, Women’s
Networking Support Programme (APC WNSP)

APC WNSP is a global network of more than
175 women in over 55 countries promoting
gender equality in the design,
implementation, access and use of information
and communication technologies (ICTs) and in
the policy decisions and frameworks that
regulate them.

*CopyLeft. 2006 APC Women’s Networking
Support Programme (APC WNSP)* 

Permission is granted to use this document for
personal use, for training and educational
publications, and activities by peace,
environmental, human rights or development
organisations. Please provide an
acknowledgement to APC WNSP..
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What is Violence Against Women (VAW)? 

VAW, or violence against women, means any act
that results in harm and disproportionately affects
women. The root cause of VAW lies in unequal
power relations between men and women in
almost all facets of life. Some examples of VAW
include domestic violence, rape and sexual
harassment. 

The United Nations Declaration on the Elimination
of Violence against Women defines VAW as “any
act of gender-based violence that results in, or is
likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women, including threats of
such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or private life”. 

VAW was recognised as a violation of
fundamental human rights in 1993, less than two
decades ago, officially through the Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence Against Women by the
United Nations General Assembly. Women’s
movements across the world are continuously
bringing to light new dimensions and different
forms of VAW. 

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ej‡Z Kx  eySvq?

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ej‡Z bvixi cÖwZ Ggb we‡kl AvPiY eySvq
hvi d‡j bvix ¶wZMȪ — nq, †h AvPiY Zvi Rxe‡bi fvimvg¨
e¨vnZ K‡i| Rxe‡bi wewfbœ ch©v‡q bvix Ges cyi“‡li g‡a¨
ˆelg¨c~Y© ¶gZvi m¤úK© bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZvi g~j KviY|
cvwievwiK wbh©vZb, al©b Ges †hŠb nqivbx bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZvi
K‡qKwU iƒc| 

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a RvwZms‡Ni †NvlYv Abyhvqx, Ô†RÛvi
m¤úwK©Z Ggb mwnsm AvPiY hvi  d‡j bvix kvixwiK, †hŠb
A_ev gvbwmKfv‡e ¶wZ Ges `y‡f©v‡Mi wkKvi nq, G ai‡bi
wbh©vZ‡bi ûgwK †`qv, eva¨ Kiv A_ev mvgvwRK wKsev
e¨w³Rxe‡b mywbw`©ófv‡e bvix‡K ¯^vaxbZv †fvM †_‡K ewÂZ KivÕ
‡K bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv eySvq|

RvwZms‡Ni mvaviY Awa‡ek‡bi gva¨‡g 1993 mv‡j
AvbyôvwbKfv‡e  bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a †NvlYvcÎ MÖn‡Yi ci
†_‡K bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †gŠwjK gvbevwaKvi j•Nb e‡j
we‡ewPZ| c„w_exe¨vcx Pjgvb bvix Av‡›`vjb bvixi cÖwZ
mwnsmZvi wewfbœ w`K, aib‡K cÖwZwbqZ mvg‡b Zz‡j ai‡Q| 
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What is ICTs?

ICTs, or information and communication
technologies, broadly means tools and platforms
that we use for our communication and
information needs. Some examples include radio,
mobile telephones, television broadcasts, and the
internet. 

Sometimes ICTs are understood in “old” and
“new” forms. Simply put, “older” forms of ICTs are
where information is transmitted in analogue
format like radio, and “newer” forms of ICTs are
those transmitted in digital formats like wireless
technology. 

In reality, the distinctions are not absolute, and there
are many kinds of ICTs that move from one to the
other. The important point is that ICTs carry different
meanings and value in different contexts, and
impact upon societies significantly in different ways. 

Violence Against Women (VAW) & ICTs

Both ICTs and VAW affects our capacity to
completely enjoy our human rights and
fundamental freedoms. There is an increased
recognition of the connection between VAW and
ICTs. For example, the websites can be a useful
place for women in violent relationships to get
information and help. However, tools like spyware
and GPS tracking devices have been used by

AvBwmwU ej‡Z Kx eySvq?

e¨vcK A‡_© AvBwmwU ev Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³ ej‡Z
†hvMv‡hvM Ges Z_¨ cÖev‡ni Rb¨ †h mKj DcKiY Ges †¶Î
e¨envi Kiv nq Zv‡KB eySvq| D`vniY¯^iƒc: †iwWI, †gvevBj
†Uwj‡dvb, †Uwjwfkb m¤cÖPvi, B›Uvi‡bU BZ¨vw`| 

ÔcyivZbÕ Ges ÔbZzbÕ aib wn‡m‡e A‡bKmgq AvBwmwU‡K eySv‡bv
nq| AvBwmwUi  ÔcyivZbÕ aib ej‡Z G¨vbvjM di‡gU †hgb
†iwWIi gva¨‡g Z_¨ cÖevn‡K eySvq Ges ÔbZzbÕ aib ej‡Z
wWwRUvj di‡gU †hgb Iqvi‡jm cÖhyw³i gva¨‡g Z_¨ 
cÖevn‡K eySvq|

ev¯—weK A‡_© AvBwmwU m¤úwK©Z GB cÖ‡f`B GKgvÎ bq, 
wewfbœ ai‡bi AvBwmwU GKRb †_‡K Ab¨R‡b mÂvwjZ nq|
g~jK_v n‡”Q wewfbœ †¶‡Î AvBwmwU wewfbœ A_© Ges g~j¨ 
enb K‡i Ges mywbw`©ófv‡e I wewfbœ Dcv‡q Zv mgv‡R 
cÖfve iv‡L| 

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv Ges AvBwmwU

gvbevwaKvi Ges †gŠwjK ¯^vaxbZv c~Yv©½fv‡e †fvM Kivi ¶gZvi
†¶‡Î AvBwmwU Ges bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv DfqB cÖfve †d‡j|
AvBwmwU Ges bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZvi ga¨Kvi m¤úK© w`b w`b
evo‡Q| D`vniY¯^iƒc GKRb wbh©vwZZ bvixi Rb¨ wbh©vZb †_‡K
gyw³ †c‡Z  cÖ‡qvRbxq Z_¨ Ges mvnvh¨cÖvwßi Rb¨ I‡qemvBU
GKwU ¸i“Z¡c~Y© ¯’vb wn‡m‡e we‡ewPZ n‡Z cv‡i| ¯úvBIq¨vi
Ges wRwcGm UªvwKs wWfvB‡mi gZ Uzjm wbh©vZ‡bi wkKvi e¨w³
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abusers to track and control their partner’s
mobility. 

There are at least two ways to see how ICT
impact power relations: 

Representation

ICTs are able to transmit and disseminate norms
through representations of “culture” and social
structures and relations. Often also acting as
media, images reinforce notions of “difference”
between men and women by normalising
stereotypes of gender roles as reality. 

However, this dynamic is not straightforward or
simple, as cultures are not homogeneous or
static. The increased diversity of content
producers on the internet also allows an array of
representations that affect gender relations in
complex ways. The strands of gender, sexual,
cultural, and racial discourses communicated
through ICTs must be unravelled to assess their
role in affecting culture and norms. 

Communication

The speed, vastness and relative ease of use,
especially of “new” ICTs reduce distance and time
between people. This can have a great influence
on social relations. ICTs can allow survivors of
VAW to seek information and assistance, but can

Zvi cvU©bv‡ii MwZwewa m¤ú‡K© Rvb‡Z Ges wbqš¿‡Y e¨envi
Ki‡Z cv‡i|  

¶gZvi m¤ú‡K©i †¶‡Î AvBwmwU Kxfv‡e cÖfve ivL‡Z cv‡i Zvi
ỳÕwU Dcvq wb‡gœ Dwj-wLZ n‡jv:

cÖwZwbwaZ¡

AvBwmwU ms¯‹…wZ, mgvR KvVv‡gv Ges Gi cvi¯úvwiK m¤úK©‡K
Zz‡j aivi gva¨‡g g~j‡evamg~n‡K cÖPvi Ges Qwo‡q w`‡Z m¶g|
MZvbyMwZK †RÛvi f~wgKv Ges ev¯—eZv‡K wgwWqv ev B‡g‡Ri
gva‡g Zz‡j ai‡Z cv‡i| bvix Ges cyi“‡li ga¨Kvi we`¨gvb
ˆelg¨‡K Zz‡j aiv hvq|

ms¯‹…wZ GKBiKg ev w¯’wZkxj bq e‡j Gi wnmve †mvRvmvÞv ev
mij bq| B›Uvi‡b‡U Kb‡U›U cÖwWDmvi‡`i wewfbœag©xZv e„w×i
Kvi‡Y †RÛvi m¤úK©‡K RwUj AvKv‡i Zz‡j ai‡Z g~L¨ f~wgKv
cvjb K‡i| †RÛvi, †hŠb, ms¯‹…wZK Ges RvwZMZ wWm‡Kv‡m©
ms¯‹…wZ Ges g~j¨‡ev‡ai Dci AvBwmwUi Kx f~wgKv ivL‡e Zv
Aek¨B ¯úó nIqv cÖ‡qvRb|

†hvMv‡hvM

AvBwmwUi bZzb cÖhyw³mg~n gvby‡li ga¨Kvi `~iZ¡ Ges mgq‡K
Kwg‡q w`‡”Q Zvi MwZkxjZv, e¨vcKZv Ges mnRmva¨Zvi
Kvi‡Y| mvgvwRK m¤ú‡K©i †¶‡Î GwU e¨vcK cÖfve ivL‡Z
cv‡i| mwnsmZvi wkKvi bvix AvBwmwUi gva¨‡g cÖ‡qvRbxq Z_¨
Ges mn‡hvwMZv cv‡e G welqwU MÖnY Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i wKš‘



6

also endanger survivors if utilised without an
understanding of their dimensions. Local
strategies by organisations can be compromised
by ICTs through issues of privacy,
misrepresentation and misunderstanding. 

On the other hand, organisations have utilised the
capabilities of ICTs to network across great
distances and mobilise immediate action on
urgent situations of VAW. By examining how ICTs
have been employed, women’s movements can
shape stronger connections with greater
understanding of their potential and limitations.

wbh©vZ‡bi aib aviY m¤ú‡K© ch©vß aviYv bv _vK‡j GUv
wbh©vwZ‡Zi Rb¨ ¶wZi KviYI n‡Z cv‡i| 

Ab¨w`‡K , wewfbœ ms¯’v AvBwmwUi m¶gZv e¨envi K‡i bvixi
cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a `~ieZ©x ¯’vbmg~‡ni mv‡_ †bUIqvK© cÖwZôv
Ki‡Z cv‡i, Ri“ix Ae¯’vq Z¡wir f~wgKv MÖnY Ki‡Z cv‡i|
AvBwmwU wKfv‡e e¨envi Kiv n‡e Zvi Dci wbf©i Ki‡Z cv‡i
bvix Av‡›`vjb KZUv kw³kvjx n‡e wKsev Zvi kw³ I mxgve×Zv
m¤ú‡K© †evSvcov mnR n‡e|

evsjv‡`‡k bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv we‡jv‡c Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i †KŠkjMZ
e¨envi K¨v‡¤úBb

bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv we‡jv‡c Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i †KŠkjMZ e¨envi wbwðZ
Kivi j‡¶¨ evsjv‡`k GbwRIÕm †bUIqvK© di †iwWI GÛ KwgDwb‡Kkb- Gi
D‡`¨v‡M RvZxqfv‡e GKwU K¨v‡¤úBb Kg©m~wP MÖnY Kiv n‡q‡Q|

GB K¨v‡¤úBb ’̄vbxq n‡Z RvZxq Ges RvZxq n‡Z Avš—R©vwZK cwigÊ‡j cwie¨vß
n‡e|

GB K¨v‡¤úBb Kg©m~wPi Ab¨Zg D‡Ïk¨ nj;

- bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv we‡jv‡c Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i †KŠkjMZ e¨envi
wbwðZKi‡Y bvMwiK mgvR, e¨emvqx mgvR, MYgva¨g I bxwZ wba©viK ch©v‡q
m‡PZbZv Kvh©µg;

- m¤cÖPvi gva¨‡g bvixi cÖ‡ekvwaKvi wbwðZ Kivi j‡¶¨ mswk-ó bxwZ wba©viK
I cÖwZôv‡bi mv‡_ Awacivgk©;

AvcwbI GB K¨v‡¤úBb Kg©m~wP‡Z Kvh©Ki f~wgKv ivL‡Z AskMÖnY Ki“b Ges
bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv we‡jv‡c Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i †KŠkjMZ e¨envi
Av‡›`vj‡b mvwgj †nvb|

Campaign on VAW and ICT in Bangladesh

Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication
(BNNRC) initiates a national campaign program for
ensuring strategic use of ICT to end violence against
women.

This campaign is wished to be spread out from local to
national and from national to international level.

The key objective of the campaign is as follows;

- Awareness building to the civil society, business
community, mass media and policy makers for ensuring
strategic use of ICT to end violence against women;

- Advocacy with the concerned policy maker and
institution to ensure the access of women to the
broadcast media.

Join the campaign and contribute to end violence against
women in the movement of reclaiming ICT in this regard.





Published by BNNRC, with the support of Cordaid

Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and
Communication (BNNRC) is a national
networking body working for building a
democratic society based on the principles
of free flow of information, equitable and
affordable access to Information,
Communication Technology (ICT) for remote
and marginalized population.
BNNRC is registered with the Ministry of
Law, Parliamentary and Justice Affairs, as a
trust and NGO Affairs Bureau, Office of the
Prime Minister, Government of Bangladesh
according to the foreign donation (Voluntary
Activities) regulation ordinance 1978 as an
organization on Information,
Communication and Technology for
Development (ICT4D) established in 2000
as per Article 19 charter of UN bill of rights.
Currently, with congenial support from
Cordaid (a Netherlands based funding
partner) BNNRC is implementing a project
Promoting Appropriate Technologies
and Policies to Uphold the value “ICT as
Basic Human Right”.
BNNRC now strive for following core
interventions to achieve PRSP, WSIS action
plan and Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).
1. Awareness on correlations of ICT,

poverty alleviation and
Institutionalization of Democracy and
Right to Information (RTI)

2. Establishment of ICT Resource Center
and Promotion of Radio Listeners Club
as primary ICT catalyst in remote rural
areas;

3. Advocacy and Campaign for Bridging
the Digital Divide/Information
Divide/Knowledge Divide and open up
air waves for Community Radio - voices
for the voice-less;

4. Piloting ICT4D projects at rural areas to
create show case examples for greater
multiplication through Rural Knowledge
Center (RKC).

5. Establishment of Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Services (RACES) for
Disaster Preparedness and Risk
Reduction through Amateur Radio (HAM
Radio)promotion .

6. Establishment of People’s Right in
Telecommunication/ Global
Commons/Country Commons. 

7. To Promote the adoption of Free/Open
Source Software(FOSS), open
standards, and open content for
development

BNNRC has been undertaking pioneer
approaches to integrate ICT for
Development (ICT4D), related policy
advocacy for good governance, people’s
rights, global/ country commons and poverty
alleviation with community development
work at the grassroots through its
networking members in Bangladesh.
BNNRC’s outreach extends to local national
and international forums.
BNNRC is affiliated with
- Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP),
- World Association of Community Radio

Broadcasters (AMARC),

- World Association for Christian
Communication (WACC),

- Developing Countries Farm Radio
Network (DCFRN),

- Freedom of Information Advocate
Network (FOIA),

- Commonwealth Human Right Network
(CHRN),

- One World (TV, Radio, Net),
- One World South Asia (OWSA),
- Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult

Education (ASPBAE).
We update our web site regularly with
details of our recent activities. best
practices, publication and other materials
related to promoting ICT as basic human
right. We appreciate your visit to our web
site and strengthening the movement we
are striving for.

Contact us at:

AHM Bazlur Rahman- S21BR
Chief Executive Officer, BNNRC, and

Member, Strategy Council, 
UN-Global Alliance for ICT and

Development (UN-GAID)
House 13/1, Road 2, Shamoli, 

Dhaka 1207. Bangladesh.
Tel: +88 02 913 0750, 913 8501, 

Fax: 9138501-105, 
Cell: +88 01711 881647, 

Email: ceo@bnnrc.net,
URL: www.bnnrc.net


