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As developing countries strive to meet development goals and benefit from the knowledge economy, the role of science, technology and innovation (STI) has emerged as one of the most important issues underlying the debate on international development policy. Most developing countries are unlikely to achieve development goals and global competitiveness without making science and technology, and in particular information and communication technologies (ICTs), top priorities in their development agenda.  Furthermore, for developing countries to benefit from the knowledge economy, they need access to new and emerging technologies.

The Roundtable on "Harnessing Knowledge and Technology for Development" is a high-level event of UNCTAD XII to debate policy issues and initiatives at both the national and international levels, for building science, technology and innovation capacity that allow developing countries to innovate, to have access to sources of innovation and new technologies, and develop capabilities to use technologies to enhance productivity. 
Programme

Opening: 

Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD
Keynote address:
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of the Kingdom of Thailand

Moderator: 

Mr. Art Reilly, Senior Director, Cisco Systems

Lead Panellists:
· Dr. Donald Keberuka, President of the African Development Bank (tbc)
· H.E. Dr. Benjamin Aggrey Ntim, Minister of Communications of Ghana 

Presentation on: "National policies and institutional framework to enhance access to and use of ICT for poverty reduction and productivity gains"
•    H.E. Datuk Dr. Maximus J. Ongkil, Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation of Malaysia
Presentation on: "National capacity building in science, technology and innovation through knowledge and technology transfer: the case of Malaysia"
•    H.E. Mr. Frank Heemskerk, Minister for Foreign Trade of the Netherlands
Presentation on: "The role of the international community in reducing the knowledge gap between developed and developing nations"
· Mr. Gordon Graylish, Vice President of Intel Europe, Middle East and Africa
Presentation on: "The knowledge and technology gap between developed and developing countries, and the role of the private sector, especially transnational cooperation, in reducing this gap"
· Mr. Michael Rawding, Vice President, Unlimited Potential Group, Microsoft Corporation
Presentation on: "Strategies for the development of sustainable knowledge and skills: how international cooperation can contribute to the transfer of technology and knowledge"
Discussants

•  Mr. George S. Dragnich, Director

Office of Economic & Development Affairs Bureau of International

Organization Affairs, United Sates Department of State
•  Mr. Ricardo Melendiz-Ortiz, Chief Executive International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development
•  Representative from the Conference of NGOs
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