Proposal to ITU Reform concerning ISES

In the framework of an open debate on International Telecommunication Union’s (ITU) reform, I submitted three proposals as chairperson of CSDPTT (www.csdptt.org), a French NGO accredited to the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) led by the ITU. These proposals are displayed on the official ITU site (www.itu.int/reform/contributions:8.doc page 14 to 17) in their original French version.      

Whereas the first proposal is aimed at “Renewing and Opening the ITU” and the third at “One access to ICTs for each village in DCs”, the second proposal is entitled “Better Taking in Account the Direct Connection Between Energy and ICTs, and Strengthening Inter-Agencies’ Relationship”.  This latter which is focused on both energy and communication issues in Africa, appeals for a co-ordinated approach in renewable energy systems selection and ICT roll-out in DCs.

Moreover, since renewable energy (RE) sources are a real precondition to ICT implementation, RE systems applying for telecommunications should become a part of ITU’s Study Groups matters. Therefore the Proposal suggests that ITU should open its membership to internationally recognised organisations in the RE domain, such as ISES. 

It stands as follows :

Proposal n°2 :

Better Taking in Account the Direct Connection Between Energy and ICTs, and Strengthening Inter- Agencies’ Relationship”

Referring to relations that cannot be ignored between Renewable Energy (RE) and Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in Developing countries (DCs) – particularly for serving landlocked or remote rural areas- CSDPTT didn’t stop asking for these relations to be considered since the very beginning of WSIS. Therefore CSDPTT asks for an essential interaction between United Nations System Organisations at the prospect of achieving the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs).

Consequently CSDPTT submits the following proposal :

In 2005, following the World Bank, in sub-saharian Africa, 500 million people don’t have any access to electricity . At the same time, following the ITU, a similar number of people don’t have any access to basic telephone service. The very issue is that the same people are concerned by both of these lacks. 

As a result, the objective of the Geneva Action Plan for connecting each village and important community in DCs to the (tele)communication network by 2015, should imply a co-ordinated  approach in two directions – ensure an access to viable energy sources, and ensure an access to essential ICT services- since it is unquestionable that the availability of those energy sources are a precondition to any ICT roll-out, for both the infrastructure network and the user terminals. 

For dispersion and remoteness reasons of these villages as well as for sustainability, electricity should be based on Renewable Energies (RE) and –in particular in Sub-Saharian Africa- rely basically on photo-voltaic technology. Programmes in this direction have been launched , or are at the verge of being launched, particularly by UN organisations generally in the framework of the Jo’burg Action Plan and of the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) aimed to poverty reduction.  

Therefore a close co-ordination is essential in the action and follow-up between the ITU –as far as ICTs are concerned- and other organisations such as the World Bank and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) –as far as implementing appropriate energy sources is concerned. Such a co-ordination ensures a possible common approach of the organisations concerned for developing a joint and consistent strategy aimed at disseminating ICTs in association with appropriate energy sources. 

For RE systems selection and implementation in diverse applications in DCs to fully benefit from progress achieved in these technologies, as well as from the impact in terms of cost reduction induced by an important roll-out of these technologies in industrialised countries, a co-ordination at regional, sub-regional and national levels is necessary. It will involve all stakeholders, and in particular the concerned UN agencies and Civil Society organisations. 

For the ITU this proposal involves the creation of a competence centre in renewable energies (having in mind different applications in ICTs) within its organisation, including its regional and sub-regional offices. Similarly, a special Study Group should be created, specialised in renewable energies and their appropriateness in ICT equipment, and should work in parallel with other ITU Standardisation Bureau (ITU-T) and/or ITU Development Bureau (ITU-D) Study Groups.

At the same time, industrialised countries will first develop technologies fields aimed at significantly dropping the costs of RE based systems for DCs, in order to make them affordable to the communities and small local enterprises or businesses, for both satisfying their current energy needs and use the services provided by ICTs. Specialised companies as well as research centres and organisations (like International Solar Energy Society, ISES) concerned, should therefore become Members of ITU-T and/or ITU-D.

These proposals about the ITU internal organisation following the expansion of its competencies, will be submitted by the ITU Council and/or the Secretary general to the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference, for being adopted.
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