COMMISSION ESTABLISHES NEW MANDATES FOR EXPERTS ON MINORITY ISSUES, HUMAN RIGHTS AND COUNTERING TERRORISM AND THE SUDAN

Adopts Chairperson's Statements on Afghanistan and Haiti, Extends Mandate of Expert on Somalia, Rejects Resolution on United States Naval Base in Guantanamo 

21 April 2005

In a resolution on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, the Commission deeply deplored the suffering caused by terrorism to the victims and their families and expressed its profound solidarity with them. It decided to appoint, for a period of three years, a Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

In a resolution (E/CN.4/2005/L.88) on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, adopted as amended and without a vote, the Commission deeply deplored the suffering caused by terrorism to the victims and their families and expressed its profound solidarity with them; called upon States to raise awareness of the importance of these obligations among national authorities involved in combating terrorism; and encouraged States, while countering terrorism, to take into account relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions on human rights. The Commission requested the High Commissioner for Human Rights, making use of existing mechanisms, to continue to examine the question of the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, taking into account reliable information from all sources; to make general recommendations concerning the obligation of States to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms while taking actions to counter terrorism; and to provide assistance and advice to States, upon their request, on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, as well as to relevant United Nations bodies. 

The Commission decided to appoint, for a period of three years, a Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, with the following mandate: to make concrete recommendations on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism; to gather, request, receive and exchange information and communications from and with all relevant sources, with special attention on areas not covered by existing mandate holders; to identify, exchange and promote best practices on measures to counter terrorism that respected human rights and fundamental freedoms; and to work in close coordination with other Special Rapporteurs, Special Representatives, Working Groups and Independent Experts of the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, and other United Nations relevant bodies.

GRIGORY LUKIYANTSEV (Russian Federation), speaking in a general comment on L.88, said it was with satisfaction that L.89 was being withdrawn. The Russian Federation fully agreed with the ideas put forward in the Mexican resolution, which made an important contribution to the war against terrorism. Terrorists and terrorist groups were one of the major threats to human rights, as could be seen by the Vienna Action Plan. The Vienna Conference had appealed to the international community to enhance cooperation to combat terrorism. This was a global threat, which involved all aspects of life without exclusion, including the protection of human rights. Terrorists and those who helped them were a threat to the most important human rights, the right to life. In light of this, it was necessary to deal with this threat, both by protecting all from the threat and by observing human rights standards in this fight. These two issues were at the core of the fight, and it was only through a balanced, comprehensive approach would the fight be successful and an end put to the impunity enjoyed by terrorists while avoiding any departures from human rights standards. The delegation of Mexico and other co-sponsors were thanked for their constructive approach. 

EVELYN ASWAD (United States), in a general comment, said the delegation of the United States was pleased to co-sponsor the draft, and was pleased that while creating a new special mechanism, the draft requested the High Commissioner to assist the various special procedures to enhance their coordination and to avoid duplicative efforts. There was an imperative to protect and promote human rights while countering terrorism, and the United States strongly agreed with that goal. The United States remained committed to the protection and promotion of human freedoms while countering terrorism, and to combating radicalism with justice and dignity in order to build true peace and human freedom. This was not merely a slogan or a truism, but something that all countries must take into account at the most fundamental level and act upon, even while confronting those committed to destroying their society. All should look at what they had done to combat terrorism, and what more they could do. All States should ratify the international counter-terrorism instruments, and work with the United Nations unit on terrorism, including by seeking the assistance of the Organization's terrorism branch if necessary. Only through a collaborative effort would the global fight against terrorism be won.

PHILLIP RICHARD O. OWADE (Kenya), in a general comment, said the delegation of Kenya found the text to be a balanced one. As a victim of terrorist attacks, Kenya had continued to fight that phenomenon by safeguarding the human rights of all individuals. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights should continue its assistance to countries involved in the countering of terrorism to strengthen their human rights protection.

ADE PADMO SARWONO (Indonesia), in a general comment, said Indonesia attached great importance to the issue under consideration. The issue of terrorism was of utmost importance to the international community. The indiscriminate acts of violence committed by terrorists threatened human rights, and yet the fight against terrorism should be in full conformity with international law and human rights principles including the principles of religious tolerance and non-discrimination. It should be fought in the framework of the United Nations. Indonesia supported the resolution, as it could contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of the fight against terrorism. 

HARDEEP SINGH PURI (India), in a general comment, said the discussion today marked an important juncture in the Commission's discussion of terrorism. The Commission would recall that the delegation of India had been at the forefront of pointing to the many different facets terrorism could adopt, and the urgent need to take action in that context. It was important to recall the Secretary-General's message that terrorism was a threat to all that the United Nations stood for, and that the strategy against terrorism must be comprehensive, deterring people from acts of terrorism, denying financing and support to terrorism, and protecting human rights. The issue of proliferating mechanisms had concerned the Commission in previous instances, and India had great sympathy for that position. Thus, while India joined the consensus on the draft, it appreciated the focus on rationalization of the special mechanisms of the Commission.
