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November Newsletter 

· Meeting with Luis Evelis Andrade Casama, President of National Indigenous Organisation of Colombia: Wednesday 15th November
· Stop this Madness: Saturday 18th November
· Biofuel and Palm Oil Seminar: Thursday 30th November
· Environmental and Aids Seminar: February 2007
· Systems thinking network: March 2007
· Hydrogen Workshop

· 
Democracy in the Institute
· Workshops and your involvement
Indigenous Colombian speaks in Bristol

Luis Evelis Andrade, the current President of the National Indigenous Organization of Colombia is visiting Bristol on Wednesday 15th November.
In the afternoon he will join us at the Schumacher Institute for a focused discussion on biodiesel, palm oil, indigenous rights and human rights violations. We will particularly focus on the different practical responses to the situation they face. We would also like to touch on the importance of learning from the wisdom and practices of indigenous peoples to see how it can be transferred into the live styles/ethics of so called developed cultures.

This discussion will contribute (and probably create far more words to be written) to the finishing touches of Claire’s report and potentially future projects that we mught work on.
We will start at 2pm. Translation provided.

In the evening he is speaking at the University of Bristol about the Indigenous struggle to Reclaim Mother Earth. He will be talking about how Indigenous Peoples in Colombia are in the process of reclaiming some of the territory that has been illegally seized from them over the past century and a half. They are organizing to protect their languages, cultures and authority over their own lands. Those lands are often coveted by multinational corporations involved in the oil, mining, timber and palm oil industries. Indigenous communities are caught in the crossfire of an armed conflict in which they do not wish to be involved. They are calling for the army, police, paramilitaries, guerrillas and all other armed groups to leave Indigenous territories and respect Indigenous control of Indigenous land. 
Wills Memorial Building, 18:30 – 20:30, Wednesday 15th November

Stop this Madness

A day of discussion and direct action training for people who want to accelerate dramatically the speed with which we move to low carbon economy. It will be at the Albany Centre, Montpelier on Saturday 18th November. 
 

In the morning (11-2) there will be discussions about climate change, politics of climate change, how we can accelerate change, direct action and climate camps 2007!

 

In the afternoon (3-7pm) there will be a direct action training for those interested in exploring this more (no commitment to continuting with it after the day). 

We will cover 

· what is (non-violent) direct action (DA) & what forms can it take?
· what are peoples feelings and fears about DA
·  the effects of DA on the activist - what might you gain from it? - what personal risks do you take?
· dealing with the prospect of arrest or worse
· effective ways of using our body to take action (also, the least effective ways)

 

People can come just for the morning or the afternoon session or better still - the whole day. 

Part of my motivation for this day was a comment by someone at the workshop that we held at the Schumacher Institute a few weeks ago.  

“there was probably thousands of greenie people who heard about the camp for climate action, but only a hundred that went from the South West, people feel intimitdated by the words direct action and what it is”

I come from that position myself and really understand what s/he means. Hence one of the aims of the day is to demystify direct action, and try to convey how it is about very ordinary people who have little representation in British ‘democracy’, to use their actions to have their feelings heards. Well, that is just my feeling, there are plenty of others and the dy should pull those motivators (and demotivators) out into the open for discussion
I encourage people who have never heard of direct action, never felt inclined to take part in it or never had the opportunity but think it sounds like a good strategy to all come along.  It should be an exciting day for everyone involved.  Thanks to the Schumacher Institute for providing the resources to allow this day to happen. 
Palm Oil and Biofuels Seminar

Thursday 30th November, Create Centre, 10:00 – 16:00
The EU wants to increase biofuel use by 3.75% or 4.9million tonnes by 2010. 

This seminar, will explore what wil be the likely effects of this on 

· tackling climate change 

· communities 

· the enviroment.

Presentations by

Claire Hall, Schumacher Institute
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Claire will present the key findings from her investigation into what the impacts of palm oil, grown for biofuel will be on black and indigenous communities in Colombia. She will also talk through the strenghts and weaknesses of the responses by different organisations to the impacts. 

Ian Alander, Biofuels Watch

Ian will talk about biofuels from the point of view of deforestation,
climate change and food production. He will also talk about the work of Biofuelwatch and their campaigns. 
Friends of the Earth Palm oil team

[image: image3.png]ouT QUT !
0L DEMONS OF
SwPXDITY 1]

£)
&




They will talk about their research, carried out in partnership with NGOs in mainly Indonesia and Malaysia on the social and ecological effects of palm oil production. 

Yourself

We want you to share your knowledge, reactions, and experiences to enrich the day. We aim for it to be an relaxed, friendly and stimulating day, combining the presentations with lively discussions to create a day of collective learning. 

The Schumacher Institute’s philosophy is to not see people as experts, but just people sharing knowledge that they have aquired through their involvement.
We’re making sure that the Create security has this person’s photo and they will be refused entry to our event.
Lunch provided.

Events for next year

February 2007: Environmental and Aids seminar

Alistair Roderick from Justice Africa will be speaking about the relationship and interconnectedness between these issues, and how crucial it is to not separate environmental and health issues. If you can think of any groups/people that would be interested in taking part in this day, or a particular angle that is important to be covered then please get in touch. 

March 2007: Systems thinking network

An attempt to find people from a range of different organistions interested in systems thining to form a network of mutual interest and promotion of new ideas across boundaries.
Hydrogen Workshop
Does anyone know of anyone who could contribute to a workshop about the place of hydrogen in the renewable energy mix?

We would like to hold a workshop on this early in the New Year. Bristol Environmental Technology and Services Iniative (BETS) want to encourage knowledge around this new technology in the West of England.
Democracy within the Institute
In response to the article Claire wrote ‘Democracy within the Institute’ there has been an interesting response, which we have posted on the forum: 

http://s3.phpbbforfree.com/forums/siss-post-5.html#5. If you would like add you respose – however roughly worded – that would be very welcome. You need to quickly log on then click post reply. 

Workshops and your involvement
One of the key aims of the Schumacher Institute is to provide the space for people to organised events, workshops that they want to see happening. But we need to know what you want us to do!

 So if you are thinking that none of the above interests you, then what does? What would you like to discuss with a group of like, but not identical individuals? What questions do you have which you have not had the space to think through? What new development in the world of sustainability excites you and you want to share with others? What have you just read that you have totally disagreed with and want to do something about?

The structure and perspectives of the seminars are always open to be shaped by all of you who are interested. If you have ideas that you would like to contribute to seminars but are unable to attend then we need to find ways, as a network based institute, to allow peoples thinking to be incorporated into the seminar. Suggestions welcome on how we can do this?

Thanks and take care

Claire and Ian

The Schumacher office team

