	[image: image1.png]-\.Q world summit

\ on the information society
Geneva 2003 - Tunis 2005




	ETHICS
AND VALUES CAUCUS

	Paragraph 23 (Ethical dimension)
	Draft Action Plan

	
	September 25, 2003


C10. Ethical dimension of the Information Society

23.
The information society should be subject to universally held values and seek to promote the common good and to prevent abusive uses of ICTs. 

	Actions
	Level

	a) All actors in the Information Society should seek to promote the common good, protect privacy and prevent the abusive uses of ICTs, such as acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance, paedophilia and child pornography.
	N, R, I

	b) Invite relevant stakeholders, especially the academia, to continue research on ethical dimensions of ICTs.
	N, R, I

	c) Promote opportunities for societies, cultures and religions to continue the dialogue among civilizations on values and ethical considerations.
	N, R, I


These were the questions the General Assembly grappled with in 1998, when the year 2001 was announced as the United Nations Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations. The Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations formulated the following questions: 

Open the door to a major process of reconciliation in one or more parts of the world. Conceive diversity as a step towards peace where dialogue is a means to move forward. Strengthen friendly relations among nations and remove threats to peace. Foster international cooperation in resolving international issues of an economic, social, cultural and humanitarian character and promote universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedom for all. 

Actively promote a culture of peace – respect for one another – regardless of  belief, culture, language, and not fearing or repressing differences within or between societies but cherishing them as a precious asset of humanity. Encourage openness to the positive side of globalization, which brings together greater interrelatedness among people and increased interaction among all cultures. 

Globalization is not only an economic, financial and technological process; it constitutes a human challenge that invites us to embrace the interdependance of humankind and its rich cultural diversity. Further respect for the richness of all civilizations. Encourage the seeking of common ground to address threats to global peace and common challenges to human values and achievements. 

Transform theory into practice. 

To spread the ideas of the Year of Dialogue Among Civilizations governmental and academic institutions and non-governmental organizations have held seminars and debates and sponsored research on the issue of dialogue among civilizations, bringing together a wide variety of civil society groups. 
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