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The Ethics and Values Caucus strongly urges that paragraph 48 of the Declaration of Principles be unbracketed as the ethical dimension is critical to the information society. We support the inclusion of alternative two.

The text in the Declaration of Principles should therefore be as follows:

48. The Information Society should

uphold fundamental values such as peace, freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature and shared responsibility. Of particular importance to the information society are also truth, trust, honesty, justice, human dignity, transparency and accountability. 

All actors in the Information Society should seek to promote the common good, protect privacy, and to prevent abusive uses of ICTs. The freedom of use of ICTs should not undermine the human dignity, human rights and fundamental freedoms of others, including personal privacy, matters of faith and other personal beliefs. These values are particularly relevant when commercial activities are conducted through networks.
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